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At the same time he was, as we have seen, of a cold-hearted
and crafty disposition, and absolutely unscrupulous, with
none of those qualities of kind-heartedness, magnanimity,
and cheerful bonhomie, which in the case of his cousin Leo X
helped to balance great faults.

In this member of the family we see the Medici reaching
their highest importance in the politics of Europe, and their
history becoming for a time to a large extent that of Europe.
But more than this; we see in him one who turned this fam-
ily from those aims which his ancestors had followed, who
set it upon a path where even success could confer no glory,
and who, leading it to strive after an ignoble aim, brought
upon the name of Medici obloquy and condemnation where
before it had won honour and esteem. This course of action,
already steadily pursued by Giulio ever since the family were
reinstated in Florence, was now to have a greater devel-
opment.

Upon the death of Adrian VI the same disgraceful scenes
which had characterised the previous conclave were repeated;
and this time they lasted much longer. For seven weeks the
bribing ana intriguing continued, Giulio's two chief antago-
nists being Wolsey and Alessandro Farnese.1 At length, on
the ipth November, Giulio triumphed and was elected Pope,
assuming the name of Clement VII. He was then forty-five
years old.

On becoming Pope the first point which Giulio, now Clem-
ent VII, had to settle was how to retain the rule of Flor-
ence in the elder branch of the family,2 seeing that he himself
could no longer reside there, that Lorenzo's only child
was a girl of four years old, and that Giuliano's3 son, Ip-
polito, was too young at present to be entrusted with author-
ity. Under these circumstances, Clement decided for the
present again to delegate the control of Florentine affairs
to Cardinal Passerini as his representative. Accordingly, Pas-